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FROM OUR DIRECTOR—HELP IS STILL NEEDED! 
If you had asked me a year ago if I thought the NCC would have to cancel its Christmas Worship Concerts 
due to virus-related travel restrictions, or if a year later we’d still be questioning if indoor concerts were 
going to be possible, or if we would still be having trouble finding centrally-located rehearsal venues where 
we could sing without wearing masks . . . I would have said “NO WAY!” And I would have been wrong. 
None of us could have anticipated the roller coaster of restrictions and policies that has affected us this past 
year – and still hangs like a dark cloud over our future. 
 

BUT God! The God who called us to sing for His glory – to share the Gospel in song – to encourage all 
who will listen to trust in the God who is faithful – that same God has made a way for us to continue to 
survive the storms by depending on Him. And He has been our “Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the 
Darkness”! We continued to find churches that would host our rehearsals. We found a way to present TWO concerts in nearby 
city parks – one in April and one in May. Plus, we have been able to record a new album – Spirit and Truth – which will be 
released this fall! Be sure to see all the details on page 5 of this newsletter. 
 

Now – here’s how we’ve been able to carry on through dark times: God spoke to YOU and you responded! You rose to the 
occasion and our hearts are filled with gratitude. The situation we face now, however, remains uncertain. Just about the time we 
thought we were out of the woods and able to return to our normal activities, the virus variants surfaced bringing a return of 
restrictions, fear and worry. In facing these setbacks, we remain hopeful and trust completely in our wonderful Lord to carry us 
through once again. If you can be a part of helping us during this time, we would be very grateful. We need your prayers for 
deliverance from the virus and its associated restrictions. Pray that doors will open for our ministry. We also need your 
financial support, as you are able, so that our radio ministry – Psalm 95 – can continue and so that we can produce recordings 
and present worship concerts wherever we’re allowed to. 
 

You can donate by mailing in the form on the back of this newsletter with your check. Or you can donate online at our website: 
NationalChristianChoir.org/donate. 
 

We can’t thank you enough for partnering with us during this difficult time. Join us in praying that God’s healing power will 
sweep through our nation – bringing victory over the virus and allowing us to fully resume all aspects of the precious ministry 
God has called us to. 
 

Kathy C. Bowman 
Director of Music and Ministries 

The National Christian Choir  
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WELCOME NEW NCC BOARD MEMBERS 
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WE’RE BACK ! 

Bryan Wiles has been a member of 
the choir since 2013 as part 

of the 2nd Tenor section and as an 
instrumentalist playing 

the Synthophone (saxophone). 
His mother’s deep love for music 
sparked the passion in Bryan early 
in life. As his skill with the sax grew, 
he became involved with Jazz 
Ensemble, where he learned the 
chord progressions and odd meters 
of the jazz charts. 
 

For many years after high school, he returned to volunteer in 
preparing the singers for their all-school musical productions. 
He was even recruited to direct the pit band when the school’s 
band director suffered a health emergency. 
 

Bryan developed as a singer in church, teaming with his twin 
sister for duets and singing with various church and 
community choirs. He soon transitioned to choir director/
worship leader and has served several congregations in that 
capacity. 
 

Bryan and his wife, Cathy (NCC 2nd Soprano), live in 
Smithsburg, MD and are members of Antrim BIC in 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 
 

Bryan currently serves as IT network administrator for AC&T 
in Hagerstown, MD. His background includes time spent as 
vice-president of a local bank, vp/controller of an auto 
dealership, custom programmer/integrator for a software 
development company, system integrator for a non-profit 
retirement community, and as a web site developer. 
 

Throughout the years he has volunteered with the local fire & 
rescue companies as an active firefighter and EMT. He has also 
served as President and Treasurer of the Smithsburg fire 
department for many years. 

 

The NCC is so excited to say that we have been busy even through all of the “unknown”.  
The choir held it’s 13th Annual Golf Tournament at the Links at Gettysburg in June 2021. An album titled “Spirit and Truth” was 

recorded in July 2021. Sandy Cove Ministries in North East, Maryland hosted NCC’s Second Edition during a weekend conference. 

John W. Cushwa was born and 
raised in Berkeley County, WV. He 
grew up on a dairy farm west of 
Martinsburg. After graduating 
from Shepherd College with a B.A. 
degree in Secondary Education, he 
taught for one year in Pendleton 
County, WV.  
 

In August of 1970 he married his 
wife Jeanie, who is now retired 
from teaching. In 1971 he returned 
to Berkeley County to become the 
band director at Hedgesville High School. After teaching for 
several years, John resigned to return to manage the family 
farm and orchard. 
 

In 1982 he purchased the Martinsburg Printing Company, 
which he operated until 2002 when he sold the business and 
entered Wesley Theological Seminary as a full-time student in 
Washington, D. C. from which he graduated with a degree of 
Master of Divinity in May of 2005. 
 

In March of 2006 he was called to the historic Falling Waters 
Presbyterian Church, where he served as pastor retiring in 
September of 2013. In May of 2008 he was awarded an 
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree. 
 

John continues to preach several times a month and is 
currently serving on several Shenandoah Presbytery 
committees and is a Commissioner to the Synod of the Mid-

Atlantic of the Presbyterian Church (USA). John and Jeanie 
are the parents of three sons and seven grandchildren. 
 

We are so glad to have John back with the NCC as a board 
member. We value his wisdom and dedication to ministry and 
the choir.  
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WHY WE SING—A CHOIR TESTIMONY 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 9/11 

 

“Someone asked a question, why do we sing? When we lift our hands to Jesus, what do we really mean.... 
You’re the reason why I sing; you’re my melody at midnight, Jesus. You’re the reason why I sing; you’re my 
song in my storm, Jesus. You’re the reason why I sing; you’re the healing in my heart, Jesus... for the rest of 
my life, Jesus, you’re the reason why I sing.” These beautiful words were penned by Kirk Franklin in his 
song, “Why We Sing”. 
 

When asked to write an article from a singer’s point of view for the NCC, I really had to contemplate this 
question. Why do I sing? Why does this large group of people continue this ministry? 
 

First, who are we? We are a mailman, a teacher, a doctor, an engineer, a retired minister, a scientist, a 
welder, a nurse, a policeman, a homemaker, a student, a hairstylist, an accountant, a transit driver and so 
many more. We are your neighbor, friend, grocery store clerk, mother, father or child. But most of all, we 
are believers and followers of God the Father and people who have a story to tell. We tell that story 
through music. It might be our own personal story, or it might be telling the story of Jesus. 
 

I personally am a mother, a preacher’s daughter, a military wife and just a commoner you might run in to at the mall.  I have been a 
high school homecoming queen, an MVP college ball player, a business executive, a choir soloist. Yet, I have been divorced, abused, 
depressed, well and sick. But most of all, I am a Christian! 
 

People hear music differently. The lyrics can be visualized by the person listening, with those words touching their hearts in whatever 
way they need them to. Music initiates emotional response; not only for those listening but also for those who are singing it. As 
ministers of song, we are investing in growth: the growth of our listeners and ourselves. We heal. We grow joy. We get healthy. 
 

I cannot express the feeling when singing with 100 other people surrounding me, harmonizing and spreading good news. We are a 
family! Love grows here; friendship grows here, and it shows when we sing together. We have a personal connection with each other 
through our love of Christ. 
 

This is why we sing! We as Christians should want everyone to know the love of Christ. No matter where we are in the world, our 
story and God‘s story need to be heard. We want people to have a sense of renewal and hope and peace and excitement for what is 
to come. 
 

I want to share my story with my children so they will grow to love God and ultimately live forever with Him! I sing because I’m 
happy; I sing because I’m free because God’s eye is always on THIS sparrow; He’s holding and watching over ME. This is part of my 
story and I choose to share it in song to share my joy, peace and hope with others. I don’t sing to show off or seek personal 
accolades. I honor through song and worship the only one true God that can guide me through life no matter the trials or successes. 
 

...” It’s amazing what is given when we share a song… soothe a soul, mend a heart... share the joy, find a friend. Music builds a bridge; 
it can tear down a wall! Music is a language, that can speak to one and all!” ... These words are part of another song titled “Why We 

 

On September 12, 2021, the NCC was honored to participate in an event to commemorate the  
20th Anniversary of September 11, 2001, in Coatesville, Pennsylvania. 
 

Hosted by the County Corrections Gospel Ministry and Jack Crans, this evening of reflection and 
repentance was also an uplifting worship experience to honor our God. Special recognition was given 
to our firefighters, police, emergency medical services and rescue personnel, as well as to all who lost 
their lives on September 11, 2001. 
 

The theme of the evening was to Lift High the Cross. John 3:14,15, “And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so much the son of man be lifted up, that whosoever believes in him 

should not perish, but have eternal life.” Just as the steel beams at Ground Zero portrayed a cross of hope for the future, the Bible gives the 
assurance of a hope of eternal life for any who believe in the saving power of the cross of Jesus Christ. 
 

Chaplain Kevin Williams, Emergency Response Logistics Manager and Training Instructor of the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team, gave a 
powerful and moving message of hope for all nations in Jesus Christ. He expressed an urgency for anyone to come to Jesus and experience a 
peace that passes understanding for eternity. 
 

Chaplain Williams understands crisis as he has previously served as a corrections officer, special ops for police task force, and 
has served as a chaplain during civil unrest in places such as Ferguson, Minneapolis, Charlotte, and more. As spoken by  
Kevin Williams, “God will hear the cries of the people.’ ‘Stay at the cross.” 
 

The choir featured an uplifting tribute of patriotism with songs like, God Bless America, Blessed Is the Nation and the Star-
Spangled Banner, followed by songs of hope to remind us of who God is and the peace that comes from knowing Him as our 
Savior. 
 

We thank our sponsors and all who participated in this wonderful event to make it memorable, honoring and uplifting. We will 
always be indebted to those heroes who continually put their lives in danger for the safety of our America! 4 



 

DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 
Spirit and Truth is an album of contemplation on the Holy Spirit 
and the Word of God. This collection of hymns, anthems, and praise 
songs is certain to provide comfort and assurance as you listen.  
 

In John 14:26 Jesus promises that “the Helper (Comforter, Advocate, 
Intercessor, Counselor, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in My name . . . He will teach you all things. And 
He will help you remember everything that I have told you.” And in 
John 16:13, He goes on to say that “When the Spirit of truth comes, He 
will guide you into all truth”. We know that truth to be God’s Word 
(John 17:17).  
 

Just as the beautiful cover photo by former NCC singer Nancy Snyder 
shows the mirror reflection of the heavens upon the water, so we are to 
reflect God’s truth as we walk according to His Word and are led by His 
Spirit. The songs on this recording will remind us to invite the Holy 
Spirit to play an active role in our faith journey and to dwell daily in His 
Word. 
 

You can pre-order this CD by visiting our website at www.NationalChristianChoir.org or you can fill out the order 
form on the back of this newsletter and send it in today. The special pre-release price of $12.00 will only last until 
December 31, 2021.  

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

 BECOME A PARTNER 
 

Each singer in The National Christian Choir is a volunteer – called  
to glorify God and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Some of  
our singers are also able to enthusiastically support the ministry 
financially. Most, however, cannot give beyond what it costs them 
personally to participate. 
 

You have the opportunity to become a Supporting or Vision Partner 
by pledging a monthly donation. It costs the organization over $3,500 
per year (approximately $65 every week) to sustain just one singer. 
You have the opportunity to enable us to provide staffing, music,  
robes, equipment, insurance, advertising, printing, recording expenses, 
and much more. 
 

To become a Supporting Partner by pledging a $10 - $20 monthly 
donation, complete the Partner Level form online or contact the NCC 
office.  

 

Some examples of other giving levels might be…. 
 $10 Supporting Partner, Monthly 

 $15 Supporting Partner, Monthly 

 $20 Supporting Partner, Monthly 

 $25 Vision Partner, Monthly 

 $50 Vision Partner, Monthly 

 $75 Vision Partner, Monthly 

 $100 Vision Partner, Monthly 

 $250 Vision Partner, Monthly 

 $500 Vision Partner, Monthly 

 Or one-time gift contributor of any amount 
 

Did you know you can support the NCC when you 

shop on Amazon? AmazonSmile is a website operated 

by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.com, BUT, when you 

shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation 

will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to the charitable organization of your choice. 

To get started, go to smile.amazon.com and login with 

your Amazon login. If you’ve previously chosen a 
charity, it should show up on the left of the menu bar 

as “Supporting: National Christian Choir, Inc.” If this is 

If you are interested in the 

possibility of your local Christian 

radio station carrying Psalm 95, 

please contact both the station (to 

express your desire that  

they carry our program) and the 

NCC office at 

office@nationalchristianchoir.org 

and we will follow up with the 

station.  

 

If you are interested in hosting the 

choir for a concert or event, contact 

the office at 

office@nationalchristianchoir.org. 

If you would prefer to be a Contributor with a one-time gift, please select the Contributor Level form online or call the NCC office. 
You may also mail your gift to  The NCC PO Box 1600 Germantown, MD 20875-1600. 5 



C E L B R A T I N G  3 8  Y E A R S  O F  M I N I S T R Y !  

P.O. Box 1600 

Germantown, MD 20875 

 

Toll Free 1-800-599-4710 

www.NationalChristianChoir.org 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name       Phone    Email  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address      City     State   Zip 

     

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Card Number  (Visa, MC, Discover or Amex)    Expiration Date CVV   Signature 

 THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHOIR ORDER FORM 

For the cost of copies and postage, a financial statement is available from the choir office or from the Office of Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, Maryland 21041.  
Email office@NationalChruistianChoir.org to be added to choir event notifications.  6 


